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What is our vision of urban 

mobility? What is the definition of 

quality and sustainability with 

regards to mobility? How do cities 

define long term mobility strategies 

that will help meeting climate goals 

and maintaining competitiveness? 

This article presents the 

relationship between urban planning, community, administration and investors, in a city 

where traffic is one of the most important and complex issues. 

 

From an urban point of view, mobility can be approached as a primary urban function, 

playing a very important role and having an enormous impact over the environment and 

quality of life. Also, it is a sub-system of the greater urban system, continuously interrelating 

with other sub-systems. 

 

The city resembles an engine of development, a place where diverse communities and people 

interact with each other. Often, major traffic axes, such as boulevards, can lead towards 

segregation, and the idea of developing homogeneous communities, like satellites gravitating 

around a point of interest, is lost. 

 

Regarding Bucharest, the capital of Romania, a recently added state to the European Union, 

some dysfunctions can be noticed, for which a solution could possibly be found in the 

proposals made by urban planners, architects, sociologists, economists etc., keeping in mind 

the White Charter of Urban Transportation, which can guide us on principles and rules for a 

better management of the plans that tackle with urban mobility. 

 

It is almost a utopia to talk about a whole reconstruction or reestablishment of the urban 

tissue, whereas it has a very rich history behind, but what we can do is to create strategies and 

special projects for alleviating traffic congestion in Bucharest, showing more consideration 

for pedestrians and non-motorized transport. 

 

The primary target of urban mobility is to improve the quality of life by shortening the 

walking distance of pedestrians and vehicles to a given destination. According to some studies 

and surveys, most car accidents in cities are caused by excessive speed, the refuse of drivers 

to yield and the irresponsible pedestrians crossing the street. Also, it is worth mentioning the 

increasing demand for enhancing green spaces, such as parks, urban squares and for 

decreasing vehicle speed in the central area of the city. 

First of all, the participation of public – as main decision factor – needs to be primordial, as 

any decision and urban intervention should take into account the public opinion; the city has 



to be addressed as a common and public space. Thus, the citizens should be involved in a 

coherent growing process of the city, as such changes concern not only the investors, but the 

whole community. 

 

   
 

Urban planning should include pedestrians, cycling, motorcycling, public transportation and 

vehicles, but also parking spaces, for which a new integrated system able to monitor the 

progress and the outcomes need to be conceived, the administration keeping a strong bound 

with the population.  

 

In order to improve urban mobility, a new General Urban Plan for Bucharest is currently 

under development, with the cooperation of public transportation companies (RATB and 

METROREX); the process involves specific analyses of the current situation and the ways of 

using existing networks, as well as proposals that aim at creating parking spaces for bicycles, 

in both public and private spaces.  

 

In a city like Bucharest, urban mobility is part of the market logic as it adjusts the demand and 

supply mechanism, including traffic flow, traffic infrastructure and means of transportation. 

Therefore, from a sectoral point of view, we can move forward to a systemic approach, which 

can be translated into synergic effects coming together as a series of cumulative phenomena. 

We need to carefully examine the conflicts between the environment, ecology, society and 

economy in order to define short-term actions, a strategic long-term vision, a prospective 

approach and appropriate concepts. Participation is crucial, with a focus on public-private 

partnerships to enhance the efficiency and democracy of this approach. 

 

Problem solving and improvement can only be achieved by strategic and comprehensive 

thinking, which include the whole city, always correlating and reporting spatial interventions 

in a coherent way. 
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